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To a question, eDoes he go?' he would answer Tea.
He observes the same distinction between No and
Nay, the former being used after negative, the latter
after all other questions. This distinction became
obsolete soon after Sir Thomas More,1 and it must
have become obsolete before phrases such as Tes Sir
and Tes Madam could have assumed their stereotyped
character.

But there is still more historical information to be
gained from these phrases. The word Tea is Anglo-
Saxon, the same as the German J&, and it therefore
reveals the fact that the white masters of the Ame-
rican slaves who crossed the Atlantic after the time
of Chaucer, had crossed the Channel at a still earlier
period, after leaving the continental fatherland of
the Angles and Saxons. The words Sir and Madam
tell us still more. They are Norman words, and
they could only have been imposed on the Anglo-
Saxons of Britain by Norman conquerors. They tell
us more than this. For these Normans or North-
men spoke originally a Teutonic dialect, closely
allied to Anglo-Saxon, and in that dialect words
such as Sir and Madam could never have sprung up.
We may conclude, therefore, that, previous to the
Norman conquest, the Teutonic Northmen must have
made a sufficiently long stay in one of the Roman
provinces to forget their own and adopt the language
of the Roman provincials.

We may now trace back the Norman Madam to
the French Madame, and we recognise in this a
corruption of the Latin Mea domina, my mistress.

1 Marsh, Lectures, p. 579.